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Commission conducts search in bid-rigging probe into building
maintenance
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On 5 August, the Competition Commission (Commission) searched four premises as part
of its investigation into a suspected bid-rigging case relating to building maintenance.
The locations included the offices of a building maintenance contractor and a building
maintenance consultant, as well as the residences of the individuals involved. The case
concerns a tender exercise conducted for a building maintenance project of a private housing
estate in Kowloon City District, with the bid amount reaching HKS40 million approximately.

s

The Commission received a referral earlier and, upon a close follow-up, found that a building
maintenance consultant might have colluded with a contractor to manipulate the tender
result. They used violent means to coerce potential bidder to refrain from bidding. As the
Commission was satisfied that there is “reasonable cause to suspect” a contravention of a
competition rule, it therefore decided to escalate the case to the investigation phase.

The Commission has also approached the Owners’ Corporation of the housing estate in
guestion and remains in close liaison with them.

View Press Release


http://www.compcomm.hk
http://instagram.com/dontcheatcompete
https://hk.linkedin.com/company/competition-commission
https://www.youtube.com/user/compcommhk
https://www.facebook.com/DontCheatCompete
https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/building_maintenance_search_PR_TC.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/building_maintenance_search_PR_EN.pdf
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Commission searches 12 sites in case relating to swimming pool
services
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On 8 July, the Commission executed search warrants at 12 premises, including the offices of
a number of swimming pool service providers and the residences of seven individuals. The
companies involved were suspected of having engaged in bid-rigging, price fixing, market
sharing and exchange of competitively sensitive information when providing quotations
for services to private swimming pools, including those in private housing estates, in
contravention of the First Conduct Rule (FCR) under the Competition Ordinance. The value
of the relevant swimming pool services contracts totalled over HK$S30 million.

The Commission received complaints earlier alleging that certain swimming pool service
providers engaged in anti-competitive conduct when submitting quotations which involved
the supply of swimming pool maintenance services, equipment and lifeguard services, etc.
The Commission followed up on the case and was satisfied that there is “reasonable cause
to suspect” a contravention of a competition rule. The Commission thus escalated the case
to the investigation phase.

View Press Release
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First criminal prosecution in Hong Kong for failure to attend before
Commission
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https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/Swimming_pool_PR_TC.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/Swimming_pool_PR_EN.pdf
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The first criminal case relating to failure to attend before the Commission was brought
before the Eastern Magistrates’ Courts for mention on 27 May. The individual involved was
charged with one count of failure to comply with a requirement or prohibition under the
Ordinance.
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During an investigation into alleged anti-
competitive conduct among wholesalers at
the Aberdeen Wholesale Fish Market, the
Commission exercised its investigation powers
under section 42 of the Ordinance to require an
individual under investigation to attend before it
at its office. Yet, the individual failed to attend
before the Commission as required, and the
case was subsequently referred to the Police for
criminal investigation.

Under section 52(1)(b) of the Ordinance, any person, without reasonable excuse, failing to
comply with the Commission’s requirement to attend before it shall be liable to a maximum
fine of HKS200,000 and to imprisonment for up to one year on conviction.

The Commission would like to reiterate that all persons shall cooperate with its investigations
inaccordance with the law, and that obstructing the Commission’s exercise of its investigation
powers constitutes a criminal offence and could lead to serious legal consequences. In
February this year, the West Kowloon Magistrates’ Courts handed down judgment in the
first criminal case for non-compliance with the Commission’s investigation powers?!, where
the defendant was convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for two months?.

View Press Release
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J;'he individual was granted bail pending her appeal.


https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/Failure_to_comply_PR_TC.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/Failure_to_comply_PR_EN.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/First_criminal_conviction_PR_TC.pdf
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/First_criminal_conviction_PR_EN.pdf
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Commission conducts public consultation on second review of block
exemption order for vessel sharing agreements
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The Commission commenced in early August an
initial public consultation on its second review
of a block exemption order for vessel sharing
agreements (VSAs) between liner shipping
companies® (Order), as varied in 2022, which is
due to expire on 8 August 2026.

VSAs are agreements between shipping lines
on certain operational arrangements such as
exchanging vessel slots or coordinating sailing
timetables. The Order was originally issued in August 2017 by the Commission following its
assessment of the economic efficiencies generated from this type of agreements. It declares
that activities usually undertaken pursuant to VSAs are excluded from the application of the
FCR in the Ordinance, subject to certain conditions. The Order was subsequently extended
for four years in 2022 following a detailed review (first review).

As mandated by the Order (as varied), the Commission has initiated the second review to
determine whether to further renew the Order (with or without amendments) or allow it
to expire. This review will assess whether the basis for the Order remains valid, particularly

3 A1 2017 BEAI T (Jﬂﬁﬁjﬂﬂ PR PRE D J
Competition (Block Exemption for Vessel Sharing Agreements) Order 2017


https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/press/files/BEO_2nd_Review_PR_TC.pdf

whether VSAs within the scope of the Order continue to satisfy the efficiency exclusion under
section 1 of Schedule 1 to the Ordinance, taking into account major market developments
since the time when the Order (as varied) came into effect in 2022.

Interested parties are invited to submit representations by 6:00 p.m. on 7 November 2025.
View Press Release
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Commission strengthens global engagement and collaboration
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https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/press/files/BEO_2nd_Review_PR_EN.pdf

ICN Annual Conference 2025

In May 2025, the Commission participated in the 24" Annual Conference of the International
Competition Network (ICN) in Edinburgh, the United Kingdom. As Co-Chair of the ICN’s
Agency Effectiveness Working Group, the Commission actively contributed to the programme
preparation of the event, in collaboration with its co-chair peers from Greece, Hungary and
Italy.

In the plenary session on agency effectiveness, Chief Executive Officer Mr Rasul Butt spoke
on the topic “New Antitrust Powers and Tools in a Fast-Changing World”. Alongside other
agency heads, he highlighted the Commission’s strategic partnerships with local enforcement
agencies, particularly the Police and the Independent Commission Against Corruption (ICAC),
in collaborations encompassing joint dawn raids and capacity-building initiatives.

Additionally, the Commission delegation, together with two of its non-governmental
advisers, presented Hong Kong’s experiences in competition enforcement and advocacy
to the international competition community during various breakout discussion sessions
throughout the three-day event.

Annual meeting of APEC’s Competition Policy and Law Group

The Commission participated in the annual l ’;— [ [ |
meeting of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation’s L R !
.. . . 3 =) Third Senior Officials' Meeting
(APEC) Competition Policy and Law Group in B Re mdmeeﬁw
Incheon, Korea, in August 2025. At the meeting, 6 4
Executive Director (Policy & Advocacy) Dr. Gary
Shiu presented the Commission’s recent advocacy
initiative aimed at assisting companies with

. . - THIRD SENIOR OFFICIALS' MEETING b
competition law compliance and highlighted our AND RELATED MEETINGS

strategic partnerships with local law enforcement
agencies.

The Commission is dedicated to supporting the Government’s efforts to cement Hong
Kong’s position as a “super connector” and “super value-adder”, connecting the Mainland
with the international community, especially Southeast Asian economies, through its active
participation in key multilateral platforms like APEC.

Visit by President of Portuguese Competition Authority

On 21 May, the Commission welcomed a visit
by the President of the Portuguese Competition ®
Authority Mr Nuno Cunha Rodrigues for a bilateral
meeting. During the meeting, both parties had . COMMISSION
an in-depth, fruitful discussion over a number 52 _ %S) e
of enforcement, policy and advocacy issues, P 1 : ;
covering court proceedings, IT forensics, leniency
application and collaboration with other law
enforcement agencies.
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Commission conducts first competition law compliance training
for SMEs
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On 20 June, the Commission conducted an inaugural competition law compliance training
session tailored specifically for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in Hong Kong. The
three-hour long initiative builds upon the SME Hub, a one-stop online platform launched by
the Commission earlier this year to assist SMEs in mastering key elements of the Ordinance
and developing internal compliance strategies that best suit their needs.

Over 130 participants attended the training, gaining insights into the Ordinance and guidance
on how to minimise the risk of contravention, examining real-life competition law cases, as
well as learning how to make use of the SME Hub and the practical tools therein to develop
an effective compliance programme in a quick and easy manner.

The session received positive feedback and forms part of the Commission’s broader strategy
to promote a pro-competition culture across Hong Kong’s business community. It marks
the first in a series of the Commission’s upcoming training initiatives aimed at enhancing
competition compliance among SMEs.


https://sme.compcomm.hk/tc
https://sme.compcomm.hk/en
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Commission continues to intensify local outreach efforts
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Webinar for secondary school teachers

On 27 May, the Commission, in collaboration with the Education Bureau, co-organised a
webinar introducing the Competition Ordinance to secondary school educators in Hong
Kong. The initiative aimed to equip teachers from various disciplines with the necessary
knowledge in teaching the subject to students.

Around 250 principals and teachers from local secondary schools participated in the webinar.
Guided by the presenter, participants explored the key provisions of the Ordinance and its
applications, and actively engaged in discussions on various enforcement cases.

Other local engagements

During the period, the Commission organised two major webinars on the Ordinance, which
were well attended by an audience of over 1,400 from businesses and the general public. In
addition, representatives of the Commission also spoke at 22 engagement events tailored
for different sectors including law, construction, engineering and academia.

Our next webinar on the Ordinance (in Cantonese) will be held on 22 October 2025. Register
HERE.


https://www.compcomm.hk/tc/media/campaigns_events/upcoming/upcoming_events.php
https://www.compcomm.hk/en/media/campaigns_events/upcoming/upcoming_events.php
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Commission recognised for privacy protectlon and workplace
inclusiveness
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Commission honoured with Gold Award in Privacy-Friendly Awards 2025

In July 2025, the Commission received a Gold Award in the Privacy-Friendly Awards 2025
organised by the Office of the Privacy Commissioner for Personal Data, Hong Kong. The
Award recognises the Commission’s steadfast commitment to protecting personal data
privacy and ensuring data security. Building on the Silver Award received last year, the
achievement highlights the Commission’s determination to maintain the highest standards
in privacy and data protection.
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Awardees were assessed against five criteria, which include the establishment of a dedicated
data protection team, setting up of internal guidelines, provision of staff training on data
privacy protection, completion of a data security scanner, as well as discussions on data
security policies and measures.

Commission signs Racial Diversity and Inclusion Charter for Employers

As part of its ongoing efforts to foster an inclusive work environment, the Commission
signed in June 2025 the Racial Diversity and Inclusion Charter for Employers, an initiative
launched by the Equal Opportunities Commission in Hong Kong.

The Charter provides participating employers with
guidelines and a checklist of policies to promote
racial diversity and inclusion in the workplace. By
signing the Charter, the Commission re-affirmed
its commitment to cultivating an inclusive
workplace by implementing relevant policies that
can foster racial equality and diversity, as well as
ensuring that its recruitment, appointment and
promotion processes are fair and free from racial
discrimination.

?:—{:“ﬁﬁ Tel: 3462 2118 | [E1¥' Fax: 2522 4997 | ’F%’é[? Email: enquiry@compcomm.hk
b i3 ol Fﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ ThjiiEl 8 5 19 #] South Island Place

Address: 19/F, South Island Place, 8 Wong Chuk Hang Road, Hong Kong
ﬁ“e[ﬁifﬁWebsite: www.compcomm.hk
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